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FACTS AND FIGURES

The US Chamber of Commerce (representing 3 million businesses) states that the global market in counterfeit goods could be worth up to 3 trillion dollars in 20 years. World Customs Organisation believes that the global trade in fake goods was $512 billion or between 5 and 7% of all trade

US Chamber of Commerce estimated that 66% of the worlds counterfeit goods are made in China. They say that in 20 years this will be 80%. Major brands are striking deals with NYC’s most powerful landlords to weed out such counterfeit products.

In the UK last year an estimated 10 billion pounds was lost to counterfeiting & piracy with a loss of nearly £2 billion to the Treasury. The retrieval of lost revenue to Government alone could fund the support of the growth of innovation in the UK. This would be of huge benefit to creative businesses whose focus is to use design and quality as a USP in their fight against cheap look-alikes appearing from the Far East. Creative industries contribution to economy 11 billion.

90%+ ACID’s settlements based on unregistered rights

2000+ ACID mediations at exhibitions, less than 30% required further legal intervention

All ACID members have joined the organisation because they have experienced IP infringements, often many times. Most SME’s cannot afford to take action therefore evidence of scale of problem cannot be quantified to provide meaningful statistics to underpin economic rationale to substantiate ACID’s arguments.

ACID’s (Anti Copying In Design) list of Intellectual Property lobbying activities  

· The introduction of a new law of Unlawful Imitation (Any act which takes unfair advantage of the distinctive character or repute of a design or designs) to bring the UK in line with many other European countries on Unfair Competition. Current status - ongoing

· Addressing the disparity between copyright and design right owners with the introduction of criminal sanctions for design infringements. (For example why should an illustrator have more rights than a furniture designer?). Gowers recommended enactment of section 107A of the Copyright, Designs and Trade Mark’s act to allow Trading Standards to enforce copyright theft – why not design right theft? Current status – ongoing. Design infringements to be included in IP Crime Strategy

· Acknowledged moral rights for designers – copyright v design right

· The expansion of legal remedies available for design infringement. Exemplary, restitutionary and aggravated damages which will disincentivise copying. Current status – ACID has sent comprehensive consultation document to the Ministry of Justice, due to recommend in April 2008.

·  “Educate to Protect” – the introduction of a national intellectual property educational and awareness scheme within universities and SME’s. Gowers recommended ACID as one of 3 private sectors who demonstrated a good example of raising awareness about IP. No funds ring fenced! Ongoing.

· Raise awareness about mediation as a real alternative to litigation. Gowers Recommendation 43: IP Enforcement. ACHIEVED. The Mediate to Resolve launch will coincide with ACID’s 10th Anniversary at which Baroness Morgan, the new Minister of Intellectual Property will be the keynote speaker.

· Corporate Responsibility – Respect for Design = Value. Publicly declared commitment to first seek resolution through mediation rather than litigation when legally challenged.  Current status - ongoing







