[image: image1.jpg]A MEMBER OF

ANTI COPYING IN DESIGN



[image: image1.jpg]



The ACID Design Data Bank provides members with independent evidence of the date of their design’s creation. This evidence begins from the date the design is received by ACID. Evidence of this kind may become important when attempting to establish the date that a design was created, for example, if it is challenged in court. It should be noted that the ACID Design Data bank gives no additional legal rights to those that may already exist. Lodging copies of designs with ACID is different to officially registering designs with the UK Patent Office Design Registry or the European Community Design Registry at OHIM (The Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market) which will give you additional rights. Alternatively you can visit www.ipo.gov.uk or www.oami.eu.int to register them yourself.

PROTECTING YOUR DESIGNS FROM IDEA TO MARKETPLACE

· This is an exclusive benefit to ACID members, which is FREE and UNLIMITED

· ACID members should send copies, NEVER originals, of their signed and dated original design drawings

HOW TO SEND ITEMS INTO THE ACID DESIGN DATA BANK

· Always send designs with the attached form, completed fully

· If the information sent in is not complete, it will be returned to you with a covering form detailing what is missing and what needs to be completed. A copy of this form will be kept on file until the correct information is returned

· NEVER send originals or physical samples, please send photos if there are no design drawings

· Where possible, always get proof of postage when sending designs, so that you have a tracking system in the unlikely event that they should get lost

· To be fully effective the ACID design register should hold details of the finalised design that is to be offered to the public / exhibited / manufactured

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

· If all the information sent in is correct, the attached form will be date stamped and copied

· The original form will be placed in a file dedicated to you/your company and the information logged in the ACID database

· The copied version will be returned to you for your records

1. DO ALWAYS QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

2. DO MAKE SURE THAT YOU SEND YOUR DESIGNS TO: ACID, PO BOX 5078, GLOUCESTER CENTRAL, GLOUCESTER GL193YB

3. DO ALWAYS SEND THE DESIGN DATA BANK FORM TO THE ACID DESIGN DATA BANK NOT TO AN INDIVIDUAL

4. DO ALWAYS USE THE DESIGN DATA BANK FORM – without a valid form your designs will be returned without being entered onto the ACID Design Data Bank

5. DO MAKE SURE YOU ARE USING THE CURRENT VERSION OF THE FORM

6. DO SEND COPIES OF YOUR DESIGNS AS SOON AS YOU DESIGN THEM – we can only acknowledge them from the date they are received by us and not the date they were designed. If you send them to use after designs have been manufactured and publicised then the evidence the data bank can provide will be of little use.

7. DON’T ASK US TO BACKDATE YOUR REGISTRATION DATE

8. DON’T SEND US COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLICITY MATERIALS

9. DO KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE – only current members may use the Design Data Bank.

10. DON’T FORGET – THE ACID DESIGN DATA BANK GIVES NO ADDITIONAL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THOSE THAT MAY ALREADY EXIST








ACID advises its members to start a file containing all developmental stage drawings, signed and dated, as evidence of design development, and information of designs that have been registered with ACID





Building up a file is invaluable as evidence to refute claims of non-original design, or to prove an independent design has been created





When attending an exhibition make sure that you have your file with you, including copies of the attached form detailing the design(s) that have been sent into the ACID design register, which will help support the origination of your product/design





By having your file to hand, if the ACID team are attending the exhibition, our associate lawyers will be able to accurately compare the original design against the alleged copy, and if applicable the infringing party can be “put on notice” of the infringing act at the exhibition








 








Points to remember








ACID Membership Hotline: t: +44 (0)845 644 3617 e:help@acid.uk.com f: +44 (0)845 644 3618

ACID: PO Box 5078, Gloucester Central, GL19 3YB


