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ACID LOBBY, Anti Copying In Design’s lobbying group is committed to seeking to improve intellectual property laws in the UK. 

Currently there are no criminal provisions for design right infringements, whereas there are for copyright and trade mark infringements – an ambiguity of major concern to ACID. After all, why should a painter have more rights against copyists than a furniture designer, for example? 

ACID fully supports the European Commission’s adoption of proposals which require Member States to treat all intentional infringements of an intellectual property right on a commercial scale as criminal offences, including attempting, aiding or abetting and inciting such infringement. If the proposed Directive is accepted it should finally provide a criminal sanction for design infringements in the UK. 
Dids Macdonald, ACID’s Chief Executive said, “Addressing the disparity between copyright and design right has been a key objective for ACID Lobby since we launched the campaign in August 04. The European Commissions proposals are a significant leap forward and will provide better assurances for product designers. It has also been widely acknowledge that IP Crime is a “soft” crime for organised crime operatives. With the provision of criminal sanctions and expansion of remedies available for design theft will close some obvious loopholes”. 

ACID will continue to lobby aggressively at European level to ensure design infringement becomes a criminal offence and tougher legal remedies such as exemplary damages are created to protect designers against infringement

If you would like to support our ongoing campaign please email: didsm@acid.uk.com 

